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The Lucifer Effect
The website "The Lucifer effect" is done by Philip Zimbardo. In this article, "understanding how good people turn evil" he documents his thirty years research on things that can cause a person to turn from being a good person to a bad one engaging in evil deeds. It is this transformation that he calls the Lucifer effect. This name is derived from God’s favourite angel, Lucifer who turned from being an angel into the current day Satan. 
Instead of offering the reader with a religious analysis, the author of this article provides a psychological explanation of how normal people may turn to be evil and commit forbidden actions.  This explanation emanates from a full tale of that led to the Stanford prison experiment. In this experiment, random students played the role of inmates and guards for two weeks in a prison for a fortnight. However, the guards became so harsh on the inmates that the experiment barely lasted for a week. This sudden transformation of the guards is an explanation of what happens in normal cases. It can be related to the recent happenings like the abuse of prisoners in Abu Ghraib prison of Iraq. 
The experiment also spells out something about the human nature. A complete understanding of the human nature in this manner may help avert such disaster in the future. The article also takes us through the journey of making darkness visible as described by Milton, a poet. According to him, however hard it is to unveil evil in a person, it is possible to understand its origin. It is such causes that enable one to transform and contain it using innovative communal actions and wise decisions.  
